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the population in 2000. In fact, more immi-

grants now settle in suburbs and small towns 

than in large urban centers (cited in Tavernise 

& Gebeloff, 2010). Consequently, the need for 

people to teach English as a second language has 

grown most rapidly in school districts in these 

regions. Between 1993 and 2002, the number 

of students in Idaho, Nebraska, Tennessee, and 

Georgia who speak little (if any) English tripled. 

In North Carolina, the number of such students 

increased sixfold (Zhao, 2002). Students who do 

not know English represent the fastest-growing  

group of students in the nation (Thompson, 

2009). Questions of how best to integrate immi-

grants and their children are now being debated 

in every corner of the country.

U.S. residents have always had a love–hate 

relationship with immigrants. In good times, 

immigrants have been welcome contributors 

to the economy. Early in the 20th century, 

their labor helped build roads and the U.S. rail 

system. When the economy is strong, immi-

grants fill unwanted jobs, open businesses, and 

improve the lives of many U.S. residents by 

working cheaply as housekeepers, dishwashers, 

and gardeners.

When times are bad, however, or when 

the political winds shift, many U.S. residents 

are inclined to shut the door and blame immi-

grants for many of the country’s economic and 

social woes. During these periods, people often 

describe the influx of immigrants as a flood, 

subtly equating their arrival with disaster. As in 

Europe, immigrants to the United States often 

find they are targets of a variety of social anxiet-

ies, from economic tension to outright hostility.

The “Graying” of the United States
At the same time that the United States grapples 

with the changing ethnic and racial configuration 

of its population, it also must address its shift-

ing age structure. Perhaps the most important 
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Exhibit 13.4 Shifting Sources of Legal Immigrants to the United States 


